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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 edition. Excerpt: .States not separately mentioned. Table II.--Statistics of
phosphates for the United States.1 In tons of 2,240 pounds. Production statistics of 1901 and subsequent years,
except 1905 to 1913, are those of the U. S. Geological Survey and are based on marketed products. Neglecting
the insignificant exports of foreign products. The various deposits of phosphate diIer considerably in their
geologic occurrence and age, as well as in their physical properties and chemical composition. The value of a
phosphate deposit depends primarily on the grade of the rock, but the mode of occurrence, accessibility, and
distance to markets are also factors of the utmost importance in determining its economic value. The location
and character of the American phosphate deposits, their geological occurrence and origin, the methods of
mining and extracting the rock, and the cost of production at the various phosphate fields have been described
in some detail in a number of papers,1 but a brief description of the more important deposits is given here in
order to compare their possibilities in the economic production of phosphoric acid and soluble phosphates.
PHOSPHATE DEPOSITS OF THE UNITED STATES. FLORIDA HARD-ROCK PHOSPHATE. The Florida hard-rock
regions lie toward the west coast of the Florida Peninsula and extend from Suwanee and Columbia Counties
southward to Citrus and Hernando Counties--a distance of over 100 miles. The mines are reached by both the
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad and the Seaboard Air Line Railway, or spurs from these roads. The rock is...
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