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Address Of Hon. B. F. Thomas. --Dr. Waylands Lecture-room A PrepAration FOR LEGAL STUDIES. --HIS
INTEREST IN JURISPRUDENCE. FOR an impartial estimate of the success of Dr. Way-land as an instructor, it
may be well to introduce the recollections of gentlemen cognizant of the previous condition of the college, and
of the results accomplished under the new administration. A member of the class of 1826, and a leading scholar
of that year, after alluding to the various causes which had conspired to lower the intellectual standard and
impair the moral influence of the institution, says, -- Such were some of the circumstances under which
President Wayland commenced his official duties at Brown University. But unpromising as these circumstances
were in one point of view, they were in another aspect quite favorable, if rightly used, for the inauguration of a
new administration. There was room for great improvement, and the friends of the college were ready to
second every suggestion which seemed adapted to that end. The reputation of Dr. Wayland had preceded him.
His missionary sermon had gained for him a wide celebrity, and had prepared the way for a most effective
influence in moulding the characters of young men. The plans which he adopted and carried into full effect,
were minute, exact, and thorough. They were, moreover, as comprehensive as the limited time and resources
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