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The more ostensible merits of the controversy, in the case of Bishop Andrew, have received a degree of
publicity, through the medium of the Press, which seems to supercede the necessity of any great extent or
minuteness of preliminary statement, in order to approach the subject fairly and without disadvantage, in an
attempt to understand it and estimate its merits, whether as it regards the parties in controversy, or the Church
at large. All the material facts and principles, involved in the controversy, pro and con, stand out with sufficient
prominence, in the Protest of the Minority and Reply of the Majority; and the facts and reasonings, or rather
assumptions and conclusions of these Documents, may be considered, as furnishing the proper issue between
the parties, and the true text of the discussion, upon which we enter. And as the subject of separation, as it
regards the North and South of the Methodist Episcopal Church, turns mainly, upon the question of slavery, not
as connected with the case of Bishop Andrew, but in its broader and more general aspects, | shall principally
confine myself to the appropriate topics, indicated by such limitation. Appeal to other mutters, such as the
proceedings in the case of Bishop Andrew, and kindred developements, will be resorted to by the way, as
legitimate methods of proof and illustration, in relation to the facts...
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