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Of Artillery in the Continental Army Ebenezer Stevens, son of Ebenezer Stevens and Elizabeth Weld, his wife,
both of Roxbury, Mass., was born at Boston the 11th of August, 1751, o. s. [August 22d.] On both sides his
parents were of unmixed English and Puritan stock. When his first ancestor on the father s side emigrated from
Cornwall in England is uncertain, but the name of his grandfather, Erasmus Stevens, appears in 1714 as one of
the founders of the New North Church in Boston. It was in an offshoot from this church, the new Brick, that
Ebenezer was christened by the Reverend Thomas Foxcroft, as appears by its records. His mother was a
descendant of the Reverend Thomas Weld, one of the first of the non-conformist clergymen who fled to Holland
to escape the persecution of Laud, and later crossed to the Massachusetts Colony, where he was called to the
church in Roxbury in 1632. The last half of the eighteenth century was a period of severe distress to the
American Colonies, which the wars of a half century had greatly impoverished; especially to those of New
England, where life with an ungrateful soil and a rude climate was a severe struggle even to the more favored
of fortune. Young Stevens was not of these. He received hardly more than the rudiments of education, and
sought his livelihood in mechanical pursuits, for which he early developed a remarkable natural tendency,
which proved later to be not only a promoter of his personal fortunes but of great advantage to the cause
which he espoused. Decision and strength of character...
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