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prevalent in all branches of our national life. The author aims to analyze the nature of these conditions and to
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chapters of the work. Apologies for Political Corruption and the Nature of Political Corruption have already
become known to those interested in political science through magazine publication. After the definition of the
field of the work in these two preliminary studies there follows an analysis of the reasons why corruption is so
persistent a by-product of political and social life. A brief review of the history of corruption from the Greeks to
Pepys, Tweed and our present-day offenders shows that, though the evil is still with us, its forms have become
less and less dangerous. In spite of the fact that the methods of the modern corruptionist often show skill little
short of genius, Mr. Brooks believes that the evil is gradually being driven into fields less profitable to exploit.
Not even Chris. Magee, former boss of Pittsburgh, could now declare that a ring could be made as safe as a
bank, and it cannot be said that the people will never kick on a ten per cent rake-off. National, state and
municipal governments represent decreasing grades of success in the fight for clean government, but in every
branch conditions are, on the average, far better...
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