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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 edition. Excerpt: . Spanish consul nor the firm of shipowners had a chance to
try their skill in capturing a defenseless American vessel in that part of the Pacific. The importance of the
telegrams may be guessed when it is recalled that for a week the Spanish consul in Vancouver and his
government in Madrid made numerous and frantic efforts to communicate with each other, but their messages
seemed, for some reason, to stop in New York. Much has been said and written about the luck of the navy
during the war, and perhaps the following incident will illustrate the good fortune that followed us. Late one
night two messages came in cipher from the Minister of Marine in Madrid, one addressed to the captain of a
Spanish warship then cruising off the island of Haiti, the other to the military commander of Spanish forces at
San Juan de Porto Rico. The messages were intercepted on their arrival in New York en route to their
destinations. They might be harmless, or they might be of the greatest importance to us. The words of the
cipher conveyed no meaning, but | knew that the sender and his correspondents were at least not friendly to the
United States. By a strange happening, at almost the same moment that they were handed to me | received a
message from Santiago, saying that one of our naval officers, while inspecting the bulk of one of the Spanish
vessels, had found...
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