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illustrated. 1716 Excerpt: . . . Remains of its Evening Twilight; much less could it exhibit a Light so bright as to
illuminate that Part of the Sky with a Splendor equal to that of the Moon. Now while we were Viewing this
Phenomenon, and Admiring that Lucid Arc; there were Rays of Light sent up from the Horizon, strait upwards,
towards the Vertex, but with a flow Motion, like the Ascent of a Rocket. Yet was not their Colour red or fiery; but
they were like Lucid Columns, which seemed in part to tremble, and afforded so great a Light near the Arc, that
they obscured the Light of our Lanthorn. Those Rays rose up first in one Place, and then in another; not like
Lightning, but, as | said before, very slowly, and as it were with deliberation. | could not count the Number of
these Rays, because they were not constant, but shot out by fits: so that while one vanished in one Place,
another arose in another. There was also a certain Black kind of Darkness between these Lucid Rays; insomuch
that the Spectacle was ma jestick, and in some sense terrible. Now that this Darkness was not derivd from
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could see the Stars therein every-where, as we could do in the bright and white Arc itself. This Darting up of the
Rays continued for about...
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