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containerized cargo vessels are the most common conveyances for moving large quantities of cocaine through
the region. The Caribbean also plays an important role in drug-related money laundering. Many Caribbean
countries have well-developed offshore banking systems and bank secrecy laws that facilitate money
laundering. In countries with less developed banking sys-tems, money is often moved through these countries in
bulk ship-ments of cash, the ill-gotten proceeds of selling illicit drugs in the United States. The ultimate
destination of the currency and or assets is other Caribbean countries or South America. Presently, many inter-
national drug trafficking organizations utilize Puerto Rico as a major point of entry for the transshipment of
multi-ton quantities of cocaine being smuggled into the United States. Puerto Rico has become known as a
gateway for drugs destined for cities on the East Coast of the United States. Puerto Ricos 300-mile coastline, the
vast number of isolated cays, and 6 million square miles of open water between the U. S. and Colombia, make
the region difficult to patrol and ideal for a variety of smuggling methods. Only 360 miles from Colombias
north coast and 80 miles from the east coast of the Dominican Re-public, Puerto Rico is easily reachable by
twin-engine aircraft haul-ing payloads of between 500 to 700 kilograms of cocaine. The go-fast boats make
their round-trip cocaine runs to the southern coast of Puerto Rico in less than a day. Today, cocaine and heroin
traffickers from Colombia have transformed Puerto Rico into the largest staging area in the Caribbean for illicit
drugs des-tined for the U. S. market. This situation has aided in the...
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