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classroom with its comforting structure, lively participation, varied teaching styles, and non-authoritarian
teachers. We follow the children on class trips and Sports Days and through the rigors of summer vacation
homework. We share the experiences of her young son and daughter as they react to Japanese schools, friends,
and teachers. Through Benjamin we learn what it means to be a mother in Japan--how minute details, such as
the way mothers prepare lunches for children, reflect cultural understandings of family and education. Table of
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